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Boyd: The Battle of Marianna

THE BATTLE OF MARIANNA
By MARK F. BOYD
Hiistol-iaq Plw~da Board of Parks and Historic Nemorids

Subsequent to the military operations about Pensacola
in the first year of the Civil War, most of West Florida
remained remote from the struggle. Its main contribution
to the Confederacy was salt produced from numerous
evaporating establishments along the coast, which were
frequently demolished by raiding parties from vessels of
the Federal blockading squadron. It was also an important source of agricultural produce. The scarcity of good
agricultural lands and distance from markets had re-’
stricted plantation farming to limited areas of Jackson,
Washington and Walton counties. Although sparsely
inhabited, the widely separated communities contributed’
heavily to the man-power of the Southern armies. On the
other hand, the very wildness of much of the region af-’
forded harborage both to deserters from the Confederate
army and evaders of conscription, who, from their lawless conduct, occasioned much disorder, in which they
were encouraged by Federal authorities in Fort Barrancas on Pensacola Bay. From such contacts, the latter
were led to believe that considerable Union sentiment
prevailed throughout that area.
As late as 1864 the authority of the Federal Military
District of West Florida was not exerted much beyond the
vicinity of Pensacola. After October 8, 1863 the district
was in command of Brigadier-General Alexander Asboth,
a Hungarian and former follower of Kossuth, who as a
refugee, had been a resident of Chicago before the war.
His headquarters were at Barrancas. As early as March
1864, stimulated by reports of successful encircling opera-’
The Quarter& is grateful to the Worida State Board of Parks and
Historic Memorials for assistance in the cost of publication of this
article.
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tions of the Federal armies to the north and west, Asboth
asked his chief in the Department of the Gulf, BrigadierGeneral Charles P. Stone, for permission to engage in
active operations within the limits of his district (Rec.
11-5) *. Although apparently refused, Ssboth’s enthusiasm was unquenched, as in the following July he proposed
a raid on Columbus, Georgia, via Marianna and Montgomery (Rec. II-165), which was also vetoed. The tempo
of Federal operations along the Gulf meanwhile intensified; and, in August, Farragut’s fleet forced a passage
into Mobile Bay, and the forts at its mouth soon capitulated. Asboth appears to have fallen into the swing of
these developments, and, apparently acting on his own
initiative, reported on September 12th, that as a consequence of information received on the previous day, he
,would set out on a cavalry raid into the northeastern
portion of West Florida, as far as Marianna and vicinity,
with the object of capturing the rebel forces in Washington and Jackson counties, liberating Federal prisoners
confined at Marianna, collecting white and colored recruits, and securing horses and mules (Rec. 11-285).
At that time Marianna, a village of 500 inhabitants, was
then (as now), the county seat of Jackson County and
trading point for a planting community, remote from
the nearest rail-head at Quincy, and about twenty miles
from the waterway of the Apalachicola River. It was the
headquarters of the Confederate military organization
in West Florida, in command of Colonel A. B. Montgomery, C. S. A., a reputed graduate of West Point, who
had left the U. S. Army for a career in civil life. His
force consisted of several detached militia companies of
the Fifth Florida Battalion of Cavalry (Colonel George
W. Scott), whose primary function was to repulse raids
on the salt works and apprehend deserters. We cannot
authoritatively learn that this command comprised more
than the following units: Company E, Captain William
A. Jeter, stationed at Hickory Hill, 20 miles west of
Marianna; Company G, Captain William H. Milton, sta*see appendix: War of the Rebellion. Official Records of the U?d~n ccttd
Confederate Armies. Series I. vol. xxxv. Part II. p. 5.
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol29/iss4/3
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tioned 25 miles south of the town; and Company I, Captain Robert Chisholm, reported to have been stationed
in the town itself (Xoldiers of Plorid~). These stations
were likely bases for patrol operations. Two further companies under Captains Poe and Jones are mentioned by
Asboth, the former being also referred to by Brevard
(see appendix). Since neither are listed under the Fifth
Battalion in Sotdiers of Ploridcc, it is likely that both
were infantry. The former appears to have been Company C, 1st Florida Reserves, the latter may have been
Company I of the same regiment (Soldiers of Florida).
According to Miss Brevard, Captain Poe’s company was
stationed somewhere south of Marianna. It is not likely
that any had more than 75 men enrolled, and it may be
expected that all were characterized more by ardor than
discipline. A Confederate hospital was maintained in the
old Marianna school house, in charge of Assistant Surgeon Henry Robinson, C.S.A. (Merritt). There was also
a government stable. Intelligence received at Federal
headquarters led General Asboth to believe that several
hundred Federal military prisoners were also detained
at Marianna (Rec. II-263), although this report appears
unfounded.
General Asboth (Rec. 11-283) was also led to believe
that in Montgomery’s district were 300 infantry (militia)
and 100 cavalry, Captain Poe, in Marianna; one small
cavalry company, Captain Chissen (sic), at Chipola
Spring ; one at Hickory Hill, Captain Gida (sic) ; one at
Vernon, Captain Jones ; and another at Sweetwater on,
the Saint Andrews road, Captain William H. Milton,, with
an average strength of 80 men. From the corruption of
these names, Asboth would appear to have had difficulty
in understanding the speech of his informants. The companies commanded by Captains Poe and Jones, as -previously mentioned, cannot be identified with certainty.
The others are those previously listed.
After some delay, Asboth, in development of his’project, transported a force of 700 mounted men from Bar-
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rancas to Navy Cove, Live Oak plantation, across Pensacola Bay on the 18th of September. This force comprised
three battalions of the Second Maine Cavalry, Lieut.Cal. Spurling ; one battalion First Florida Cavalry (disaffected West Floridians), Major A. Ruttsiag; and two
companies mounted infantry selected from the Eightysixth and Eighty-second Regiments, U. S. Colored Infantry (Louisiana negroes) commanded by Colonel L. L.
Zulavszky (Rec. I-445). Both of the latter were nephews
of Eossuth, and like Asboth, Hungarian refugees. Asboth.
immediately proceeded 50 miles along the old Military
or Jackson road to Roger’s Gap, opposite to the narrows of Santa Rosa Island (sic: Sound’?), 6 miles west of
East, Pass. This so-called Jackson road was never traversed by General Jackson, but was that laid out by Captain Burch in 1824, and constructed by soldiers of the
Pensacola garrison. His force was accompanied down
Santa Rosa Sound by the Quartermaster Steamer Lixxie
Davis, from which, at Roger’s Gap, he supplied his force
with provisions (Rec. I-443).
On -the 20th Asboth turned north on the Ridge Road,
penetrating as far as the site of De Funiak Springs by
the 22nd (McKinnon) . Doubling back, his force surprised
the village of Euchee Anna on the morning of the 23rd.
Asboth occupied the home of Giles Bowers. During their
day’s halt at this place, several squads were busily occupied in raiding plantations within a radius of several
miles. The negroes were ordered to hitch up the teams
which were found and get ready to leave. All white males
encountered were seized and crowded into the tiny jail.
From these were selected 15, who as military or political
prisoners, were on the next day sent down to Four-Mile
Landing (La Grange, Freeport), to be placed on board
the Steamer Li,ezie Da&s, under escort of two companies
of the First Florida Cavalry. Among the military prisoners were Colonel W. H. Terrence or Torrance, and Lieut.
Francis M. Gordon ; and among the political, William
Cawthon and Allen Hart. There were also sent down 28
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stand of captured arms and 16 colored recruits and other
negroes (contrabands). Before leaving Euchee Anna, a
further raiding party destroyed Douglas Ferry and small
boats on the Choctawhatchee River, while another was
sent to round-up beef cattle on Shoal River.
Asboth, with the main command, left on the 24th for
Huett’s Bluff and Cerro Gordo on the west bank of the
Choctawhatchee River, then county seat of Holmes
County, where, on the 25th, the river was crossed in a
small scow. The command pushed on rapidly to Marianna,
V&Z Campbellton, reaching the vicinity of the former
about noon on the 27th. Asboth stated that from the
Choctawhatchee to the Chipola River, and later down to
the head of Choetawhatchee Bay, rebel troops were constantly in close vicinity to his column, frequently skirmishing with his vanguard, but giving battle only at
Marianna. According to Brevard, Captain Chisholm’s
company on scouting duty east of the Choctawhatchee
River, encountered Asboth’s column on the’ 25th, and
most of the men were captured. It is strange that such
an encounter is not mentioned in Asboth’s report (Rec.
I-444) of the 1st of October, which describes his operations ea.st of the river.
The preparation of a narrative of the action at Marianna 86 years after the event is, from the scarcity and
meagerness of the available accounts, particularly difficult. The only Federal account to be found is Asboth’s
report (Rec. I-444), which, though sketchy, was written
four days afte”r the battle. The only contemporaneous
Confederate description extant appeared in the West
FZor&z Nezvs Extra of October 3, 1864, which Stanley
attributes to the publisher, Edward 5. Judah. No surviving copies of this issue of this paper have been discovered by the writer, although the text is reproduced
by Carter, and also in the Marianna Z’%nes-Courier of
of October 27,1921. The accounts of Dr. Henry Robinson
(in Carter, and Dickinson), and the letter of Dr. C. C.
Burke, both participants, were written long after the
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event. The lack of an official Confederate report is understandable when the extemporaneous character of the
defense is appreciated, while Colonel Montgomery was
silenced by his capture.
Although the citizenry of Marianna were not unused
to alarms, which heretofore had proven unfounded, in
the case of Asboth’s raid they were essentially surprised.
The account in the West Florida News Extra relates that
on the 23rd news had been received of the capture of a
portion of Captain Chisholm’s company at Euchee Anna,
and that the enemy was advancing toward Marianna. The
correctness of this date, which was that of Asboth’s occupation of Euchee Anna, may be questioned, as it is unlikely that a mounted courier, the only available means of
communication from the west, could have brought the
news to Marianna the same day. Colonel Montgomery
was’reliably informed on the 26th that an enemy force
had penetrated to the eastward of the Choctawhatchee,
arid might approach Marianna either via Vernon in
Washingtop County, or Campbellton, 18 miles distant
iti northwest Jackson County. The bearers of this news
may have been the few members of Chisholm’s company
who escaped capture and returned to Marianna. If this
assumption is correct, only the date given in the News
is erroneous. Mrs. D. L. Mackinndn, in her reminiscences
of the battle, says that news of the Federal approach
was brought to Marianna by Arthur Lewis, a boy scout
(sic), direct from Walton County, on an unspecified date.
Although in Dickinson’s summary of Robinson’s account
it is ‘stated that a personal reconnaissance by Colonel
Montgomery on the 25th verified the report; Robinson
himself (in Carter), does not repeat this statement, and
gives the 26th as the day of the alarm. Further word received on the 26th established the presence of the enemy
near Campbellton, and two unidentified cavalry companies were sent to intercept the enemy.
On verification of the news, Montgomery sent couriers
to his scattered companies, with orders to report post-
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haste in Marianna. From Marianna the news was spread
over the countryside, and in the town itself the church
bells summoned all citizens to a mass meeting in the
‘Court House. While not a few persons in attendance were
known Union sympathizers, all at the meeting resolved to
resist the invaders. A company of Jackson Home Guards
had been organized in 1861, but the company, probably
from inaction, was evidently defunct. However the names
of nine on its roll are found on the appended list of
the new organization. Hence at the meeting a
new company of youths under 16 and of old men over
50 was immediately organized, which was facetiously
designated as the “C r a d l e and G r a v e CornpaHy.”
The number enrolled is uncertam. In one acc.ount
Dr. Robinson (in Dickinson) states it to have been about
200, in another (in Carter) “not exceeding 100 in all ;?’
while Judah says “numbering about fifty” (w. Fla.
News Extra). Available data .make the second figure
most plausible. They were miscellaneously self-armed
with shot guns, old flint-locks, and pistols. Jesse J. Norwood, a prominent Unionist, was elected as captain, despite his lack of military training or experience. They
were reinforced by the Club Company of Home Guards
from Greenwood, of which a Henry J. Robinson was captain, a few more home guards from Campbellton, a.nd
sfx or eight regular Confederate soldiers home on sick
leave. No statement which would identify any company
of the Fifth Florida Battalion as participants has been
encountered, although three men of Captain Chisholm’s
company are listed as captured.

I
I

I

Lafayette Street in Marianna, which is followed by
U. S. Highway 90 through the city, was, at its then western end, terminated by the divergence of a road to the
southwest leading to Vernon and Saint Andrews, from
another to the northwest, leading to Campbellton; Two
long blocks eastward of the junction, St. Luke’s Episcopal Church-and burial ground still stand on a corner lot
on the north side of the street. The edifice, a frame struc-
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ture, was the second church on this site, and had been
erected in 1861. The present brick church, the fourth, was
constructed between 1942 and 1947. Lafayette Street
passes to the north of the Court House, and extends eastward to the bridge over the Chipola River. From the
Campbellton road, a side road diverged to the eastward,
by which the town could be entered from the north.
Montgomery had the Home Guards, presumably on
the morning of the 27th, construct a barricade of old
wagons and logs across Lafayette Street, presumably
near the Ely corner, just east of the junction. This appears to have been done with the idea of serving as an
abatis to impede a cavalry charge rather than as a shelter for marksmen. After this detail was completed, many
members of the guards roamed the streets expressing
their belligerency.
According to the account in the News, the two mounted
companies which had been sent out on the previous day,
fell back into town about 11 A. M., having ascertained the
presence of a superior enemy. Montgomery immediately
assembled his force, those afoot scattered on either side
of the street, those mounted forming a screen in front.
The hoped for reinforcement by the detached companies
of the Fifth Florida cavalry had not materialized, and,
presumably through oversight, the side road to the north
of the town was left unguarded.
Asboth’s advance force, consisting of a~battalion of the
Second.Maine cavalry, reached the edge of town about 12
o’clock. They attempted to charge down the narrow
street, but meeting with a hot fire, retreated in disorder
with two casualties to await the arrival of the main command. On the arrival of Asboth, a flanking force was
sent into the town by the side road to the north, and after
a lapse sufficient to have permitted this to reach the Confederate rear, he himself led a charge. Evidently deciding
that his force was hopelessly outnumbered, Montgomery
ordered a retreat to the Chipola River. If this order was
communicated to the dismounted Home Guards, it was
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disregarded. The flanking Federal force had meanwhile
gained the Court House square, and the fleeing mounted
Confederates were obliged to fight their way through.
About 30 of these, including Dr. Robinson, reached the
bridge and tore up the planking. Colonel Montgomery,
in trying to escape, was unhorsed, stunned, and taken
prisoner.
The foregoing description appears to be the most plausible connected account which can be pieced together
from the contradictory reports of General Asboth, Dr.
Robinson, Dr. Burke and the West FEoric$a News. It is
likely that Asboth, despite the unsatisfactory brevity of
his report, was in a better position to secure an overall
picture of the affair than were the Confederate narrators, none of whom occupied a position of general responsibility, and could only accurately describe the limited
phases of the melee which actually came under their personal observation. The principal point in question is the
period of the action in which Montgomery ordered the
retreat which was only executed by the mounted men.
Burke states that Montgomery with his staff reconnoitered the Campbellton road, and after coming up with the
Federals, beat a hasty retreat, never stopping until the
bridge was crossed. This does not appear to be the reconnoitering force of the two unidentified companies
mentioned by the News as returning at 11 A. M. with
news of the enemy. The News declares that on receiving
this information, Montgomery ordered the available force
to meet the enemy, who appeared about noon. Asboth
states that the first charge, made by his vanguard, ‘‘found
the rebel cavalry formed in line of battle and the militia
sharpshooters concentrated in the grave-yard, church and
other buildings on the left flank of the narrow path
through which we had to pass.” This, to the chagrin of
Asboth, was repulsed. There must have been an appreciable intermission between the first and second charges,
not only to permit the arrival of the main Federal body,
but to allow the flankers to gain the rear of the Confed-
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erates. The second charge, led by Asboth in person, was
not likely undertaken until he had received assurance
that the flankers had reached the rear of the Home
Guards. It is presumed that Montgomery’s retreat began
during this intermission, but that if he expected to effect
withdrawal without enemy opposition, he was disappointed, as Dr. Robinson, who was with this group, describes how they had to fight their way through a body
of Federal troops at the Court House, indicating that
the flankers had already gotten to the rear of the position of the Home Guards. Consequently it is concluded
that Montgomery did not order the retreat until he was
convinced that he was faced by a vastly superior. force.
It furthermore is clear that the number of men at his
disposal would not have sufficed to spare a detachment
to cover the northern approach by which the flankers entered; Withdrawal after a delaying action, such as was
the initial repulse, is sound tactics. It was unfortunate
that this was no& undertaken immediately following the
repulse, ‘and that the Home Guards were not then withdrawn under cavalry cover. Their gallant and heroic attempt to defend the town was, considering the size of the
,Federal force they faced, hopeless after the first repulse.
Be this as it may, Montgomery’s retreat produced scathing criticism, expressed by the News as “too disgraceful
for us to dwell upon.”
.While the barricade may have helped check the first
Federal charge, Captain Norwood, finding that his men
faced an overwhelming enemy and were unsupported,
ordered them to fall back toward town. This would indicate he was unaware of the flankers in his rear. Positions
were taken behind fences, shrubbery and trees, between
the Ely corner (Hotel Marianne, or Runnymede Hotel)
and the Episcopal Church, mainly on the south side of the
street. At the second charge they poured a hot raking
fire at close range on the advancing Federals, who came
charging down the street two and three deep. Those of
the Guards who reached the church yard were met by a
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galling fire from the rear. The Home Guards, now encircled and always outnumbered, fought with desperation.
After a half hour of intense fighting, and after the wounding of General Asboth, the church and adjacent houses
(of Dr. W. I. Saunders, the rector, and of Mrs. Hunter)
were ordered set afire. Beset by lead and flames, several
managed to escape, bnt most survivors were finally compelled to surrender. After surrender, it is related that
many were butchered, beaten to death or driven into the
burning church by the negro troops. Others who surrendered were spared this fate by the intercession on the
part of deserters (evidently of the First Florida Cavalry)
who were formerly acquainted with them. The town was
now in complete possession of the Federal force.
The News relates that the Confederate losses were nine
killed, sixteen wounded and 54 captured. The prisoners
were assembled in the Court House, their numbers increased by the inclusion of non-combatant civilians. Some,
however, were paroled and set at liberty. Members of
families were permitted, to visit with them. From the
News list and that of Judge Liddon (Carter), it would
appear that ten of the Home Guards were either killed
or died shortly of their wounds. Of these, four were represented by charred bodies discovered in the ruins of the
church. The enumerated wounded coincide with the figure
given by the News, all of whom were prisoners. The number captured appears to slightly exceed the figure given
by the News.
Asboth’s only available report does not give his casualties, but a contemporary Northern newspaper placed
his losses at thirty two. However he did relate that among
those of his force-killed, were Captain M. M. Young, 7th
Vermont, his assistant adjutant-general, and Lieutenant
Ayer, 2nd Maine. The former was killed at the first fire
of the Home Guards. Among the wounded were Majors
Hutchinson ‘and Cutler, Captain Stanley, and Lieuts.
Adams and Moody of the 2nd Maine, and Lieut. Rowley
of the First Fiorida. General Asboth himself was severely
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wounded, once on the face, and once in the left arm, producing a fracture. The News estimated the Federal loss
at about 15 killed and 40 wounded. All of the Federal
‘wounded, with the exception of six, were evacuated on
departure of the force. With the exception of two offieers, these were cared for in the Confederate military
hospital. The officers, Major Cutler and Lieut. Adams,
were eared for in the residence of Thos. M. White.
It is reported that after the battle, an order was given
to burn the town, but through the itnercession of a Mr.
Moore, it was countermanded. Although spared from
burning, the town underwent thorough pillage, all available horses, wagons and carts, negroes, provisions, household goods, bedding, and even some furniture, being removed. Asboth is reported to have forbidden the pillage
of any house where the occupants were at home, but the
order was of little service, as owing to the intense excitement, few people remained at home. Mrs. D. L. Mackinnon
relates how the presence of her mother and grandparents so over-awed rowdy raiders and negroes that the
Tillinghast home was not despoiled.
The Federal officers held council and decided that in
‘consequence of General Asboth’s wounded condition, a
quick return would be made. After midnight on the 28th,
.Asboth was placed in a carriage, and the ‘whole force
departed for Point Washington via Vernon. The march
was evidently forced, as the Point was reached that day.
The spoils acquired are reported as including 95 stand
of arms, 200 horses and mules, 400 head of cattle, 17
wagons, with quantities of commissary and quartermas,ter stores. He also brought away 81 prisoners of war.
Five teen-age boys among their number were liberated
at Vernon. The only resident of Marianna who voluntarily left with Asboth was the telegraph operator, who
had furnished Asboth with copies of the messages which
had been sent to Tallahassee.
: It has been mentioned that a small number of disor..ganized mounted men, complying with Montgomery’s
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order to retreat, succeeded in forcing their way through
town and crossed the river. Some attempt at reformation
was made by Captain Miller, the quartermaster, and Dr.:
Robinson, whose efforts, held the men together. News of,
the plight of Marianna was wired to Tallahassee, and re-,
inforcements requested. These men were joined about
sundown on the 27th by Captain W. H. Milton with his
company G, and at sunrise on the 28th, Captain Jeter.
with company E arrived. The bridge was repaired.
Scouts sent into town reported its evacuation, and al-.
though some favored immediate pursuit, cooler councils
prevailed. Colonel Scott with the remainder of the Fifth
Florida Battalion, arrived after a forced march on the,
28th, and left in pursuit that night. Although this was.
carried to Point Washington, it was fruitless, as with
his head start, Asboth had already departed from Point
Washington several hours before his pursuers arrived.
It is not clear whether any prisoners, other than the
six wounded mentioned, fell into Confederate hands. Bre:
vard states that Captain Poe, on his way to Marianna
during the progress of the battle, came upon a detail of:
Federal soldiers a short distance south .of town guarding
some prisoners. The guards were captured and the prisoners released. The new captives were detained in the
woods until the Federal withdrawal, and thereupon
brought into town. Asboth does not reveal whether .he
either liberated or brought away any of the Federal
prisoners he believed to have been confined at Marianna;
On reaching Point Washington, Asboth had the
wounded (including himself) and prisoners embarked- ‘on.
the Lizzie Davis for Barrancas. He turned the command
over to Col. L. L. Zulavszky, with directions to move the
troops down the peninsula and Santa Rosa Island to Fort
Pickens, where they were expected to arrive on October
4th. Asboth himself arrived at Barrancas on the Ist, and,
owing to the severity of his wounds, relinquished his post
and proceeded to New Orleans for. treatment, where, it
was presumed, an amputation would be performed.
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Some if not all of Asboth’s captives were sent to Northern prisons, Elmira, N. Y., and Fort Delaware. Five are
known. to have died during imprisonment, and eight are
recorded as having returned to their homes at the close
of the war. It is presumed most of the others also returned, although greatly enfeebled.
The Federal dead were left for the townspeople to
bury. After a temporary burial, the remains were transferred to the old town graveyard, and finally, it is said,
were removed to the National Cemetery at Andersonville.
A cherished possession of the vestry of St. Luke’s
Church is the Bible which once graced the lectern of the
edifice which burned on the tragic 27th. The Venerable
Valentine Lowry, the present rector, relates the local
tradition that when the order was given to burn the
church, Major Nathan Cutler, U.S.A., succeeded in delaying its execution sufficiently to afford him time to
enter the church and secure the Bible, which he later delivered into the hands of the Reverend William T. Saunders, the then rector. The circumstance that. he was unmolested while on t.his errand, does not support a belief that
the interior of the church was then occupied by active
combatants. In later years Major Cutler told John H.
Carter that he had no recollection of the episode, and
further said that the burning of the church and dwellings
were acts of pure vandalism, executed by the negro
troops. However Mrs. Mackinnon states that she was told
by the major himself that when he saw unruly negro
troops bent on burning the church, he entered the edifice,
secured the Bible from the lectern, and carried it outside.
Further clemency displayed by Major Cutler caused
him to be held in esteem by the people of Marianna. It
is related that while seated on his horse shortly after the
time the church was set afire (according to Mrs. Mackinnon while he was carrying the Bible to the Rev. Mr. Saunders), he was attacked by two boys, who “literally peppered” him with shot, from a position so close that he
could have cut them down with his saber while in the act
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of .shooting. Impressed by their youth and bravery, he
refrained from defending himself, so that he was actually
shot from off his saddle. One of these boys was Franklin
Baltzell, then not yet 14 years of age. After Major Cutler
recovered from his wounds, in about two months’time,
he was sent to Andersonville prison, and later paroled
at Jacksonville in April, 1865. During the Reconstruction
period, he was in command of the Federal force stationed
in Jackson C0unt.y (Carter). The other Northern prisoners were also sent to Andersonville.
In later years, a successful negro lawyer, A. Purdee,
narrated to Captain W. H. Milton, how as a child of eight
on the Waddell plantation, 11 miles west of Marianna, he
had been enticed to mount behind one of Asboth’s soldiers, and was carried to Marianna, where he witnessed
the application of combustibles to the church and their
ignition, from a seat behind a mounted soldier. He was
carried to Point Washington and on to Fort Pickens with
the returning raiders. His father later recovered him
from the latter place and .brought .him back to Jackson
County.
The memory of the spontaneous her.oic and futile defense of Marianna on the tragic 27th of September, 1864,
will long be cherished in Jackson County. A shaft was
jointly erec,ted iu 1921 in the center of the city by the William Henry Milton Chapter of the Florida Division of the
United Daughters of the Confederacy, the citizens of
Marianna, and the State Legislature, hearing the following inscription :
BATTLE OF MARIANNA
SEPT. 27, 1864
W H E R E OVERWBELMING
FEDERAL FORCES WERE
STlJBBORN,LY RESISTED
BY A HOME GUARD OF
OLD MEN AND BOYS
AND A FEW SICK AND
WOUNDED CONFEDERATES
ON FURLOUGH
1860-1865
G~NFEDERATE
HEROES
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The following roll of the Home Guard may be incom-’
plete and probably contains inaccuracies. It is a combination of the list of killed, wounded and prisoners published in the West Florida News Extra with the list of
Judge Liddon (both in Carter’s pamphlet). The figures
following the names have the following signticance:
1. From the list in the west Florida News Extra
2. From Judge Liddon’s list
3. Killed in battle
4. Wounded, dying of wounds
5. Wounded
6. Prisoner
7. Prisoner paroled.
8. Prisoner dying in Northern. prison
9. Prisoner returning from prison at close of war
10. Prisoner escaped
11. Name on September 26,1861 roll of Jackson Home
Guards.
MARIANNA HOME GUARDS
21. Chason, John
I,%6
1. Abercrombie, P
136
22. Dunn, T. W.
1,7
2. Alderman, B. G.
1,2,7
23. Davis, Ellis
3. Anderson, Isaac
176.
197
24. Davis. Sr., Capt. Jno. 1,2,5,11
4. Anderson, Wm. E.
16
1,lO
25. Dykes, Jacob
(By Asboth called Brig.
(C.S.A., 15th Cav.)
Gen. of militia ; by
26. Farley, F. M.
Robinson an aged non196
l,lO,ll
27. Farley, Wm.
combatant)
2.6
28. Gammon, Samuel B. 1,2,6
5. Armistead, L. T.
29. Gautier, J. W. (T.N.) 1,2,10
6. Armistead, Robt. (15) 1,2,6
(released at Vernon)
30. Gwin, Peyton
L5,6
2
31. Hartsfield,. J. W.
7. Ball, George W.
126
2,5,6
32. Hentz, Dr. T. W.
l&7,6,9
8. Baltzell, F. (14)
(released at Vernon)
33. Hinson (Husonl W. H. 1,6
9. Baltzell, R. (15)
34. Justiss, J. B.
296
183
(released at Vernon)
(Capt., Veteran Revo10. Baltzelt, Thos. W.
lutionary and 1812 Wars)
1,596
11. Barnes. Thos.
2
35. Kincev. W. J.
1.6
12. Bassett, Capt. H. 0. 1.2,s
36. Lamb“
i
(C.S.A. 6th Fla.)
37. Lawrence, Rev. R.C.B. 1,2,5
13. Blount. (Dr.) Lt. A.F.1,2,5
38. Lewis, Sr.. Arthur
1.2.4
14. Bowles. a. R.
2
3.9. I;ong,“ Felik H. G.
1;2;9
15. Brett, Lt. Jas. H.
40. Long (Dr.) Nicholas A 1,2,9
1,2,4,11
16. Burke, Dr. C. C.
41. McKinley, W. L. 2
' 2
17. Bush, Sllen H.
42. iMcNealy, A d a m 125
1’,2,9,11
(wounded after surrend&)
18. Bush, Albert 0.
L&9,.11
43. Mathews.
Wm.
2,5,8
19. Bush, Rev. Richard
1,7,11
44. ‘Merritt, Ales S.
l,‘L,9
20. Carter, John
(C.S.A.,
1,2,3’
body in church)
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61. Robinson, Dr. Henry 2
(Ass’t Surgeon, C&A.)
62. Roulhac. Jas. B.
C&8
63. Rouse, John
2
64. Scott? Andrew
2
65. Sewell, H.
2
66. Shiver (Shriverj. W. 1,5,6
67.
Sims. Miles I 1:6
68. Spencer, Lamb (C.S.A.) i,2,6
69. Stevens, Henry (1.5; 2,6
(released at Vernon)
70. Staley, Lt. C. J.
1,6,11
71. Sullivan, Solomon
1,2,4
72. Taylor, Peter
2
73. Tucker. Charles
( Quincy )
X2,6
74. Tucker, Charles
(Jackson County) 1,7
75. Watson, Hinson
(Hinton) J.
LZ6
76. Watson, 0. M.
2
77. Whitehurst, J. B.
C-&8
78. Wilson, Dr. TV. S.
2
79. Wynn, W. A.
2
80. Wynn, W. B.
178
GREENWOOD HOME GUARDS
86. Gray, Davis
2
81. Allen, Rev. Frank G&3
(Body in church)
(reported to have wounded
Gen. Asboth)
82. Baker, James Smith 2
83. Butler, Dr. M. A.
87. Kimball, W. H.
L&3
1,5,6
(killed after surrender)
88. Newsome, T. D.
1
89. Robinson,
84. Dickson, J. J. 1,596
85. Dickson,
Capt. Henry J.
2
90. Sorey, Robert
Marmaduke NT.
1,2,4
1,7
CAlMPBELLTON HOME GUARDS
(Capt. A. R. Godwin’s Cavalry Co.)
95. Haywood
91. Abercrombie, W.
92. Bosworth, Sm’l (GSA) %,5
(Haygood) F. P.
1,6
96. King, Isaac
I,5
93.
Daniel,
Wpm.
4::
94. Elmore, Mark (72)
(C.S.A., 15th Cav.)
COMPANY G, FIFTH FLORIDA BATTALION CAVALRY
97. McPherson, Lt. Wm. 1,2,5
(Post Adjutant)
COMPANY I, FIFTH FLORIDA BATTALION CAVALRY
(Capt. Chisholm)
98. Fordham, Benj
100. Sheats, C. N.
196
Xi6
99. Pittman, N
183

45. Montgomery, Colonel
AX, C.S.A., Commandam
46. Moore, C. R.
x0
1:2,9
47. Mooring, E. W.
2
48. Morgan, Nicholas
49. Mosels, Milton
2
(Wilt&)
1,2,7
50. Myrick, Sr., J. T.
51. Myrick, Jr., J. T.
Lm
52. Myrick, Littleton
G&3
53. Nickels, Chas. (14) 1,2,6
(released at Vernon j
2,7,11
54. Nickels, Wm.
55. Nickels.
Woodbury (17)
1,2.3
(Killed after surrender,
body in church)
56. Norton, Rev. E. B. 2
57. Norwood, Jesse J.
G&6
(Captain Home Guards)
58.
O’Neal,
Jas.
126
59. Pittman, Frederic R. 1,2,9,11
60
Quinn,
Peter
2,5,6
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